II
Social Background

       and Sexual Behaviour

This chapter summarises the results obtained with the Paedophile Questionnaire described in the last chapter. Whenever possible, quantitative tabulations have been compiled showing the number of subjects giving responses that fall within certain pre-selected categories. For the most part, these are presented as the absolute number of subjects out of the 77 who gave each kind of answer, though it would not be difficult for the reader to convert these into percentages if this was desired. This has been done for occupation in Table 3 and it can be seen that the figures are all slightly larger when expressed as percentages (by a factor of just less than one-third).

Apart from this quantitative analysis, it was thought useful to give an impressionistic insight into the data by presenting some of the more typical and interesting replies verbatim. This is done throughout the chapter by following the quantitative table with a second table of selected quotations for each of the questions in the survey. All of the information presented in this chapter is derived from the tailor-made Paedophile Questionnaire with the exception of the subject’s age and occupation which are requested by the standard form of the Eysenck Personality Questionnaire.

Occupation

The main occupational groups of the 77 PIE members are shown in Table 3. A fairly high proportion of the sample were in professional-level occupations (a higher proportion than for the British population at large). Particularly interesting is the fact that many were in professions that would bring them into regular contact with children (e.g. teacher, social worker).

Presumably they gravitated towards these occupations because of their liking for the company of children. To what extent they take sexual advantage of these positions of responsibility is not answered by these data. Three subjects reported that they were no longer able to pursue the occupation of their choice and training following discovery of their paedophile interests or actual court proceedings. Even so, the proportion who were unemployed or unable to hold down a job appeared to be quite low (given the high level of unemployment in Britain at the time of the study). Perhaps an organisation such as PIE, with intellectual aims and pretensions, is more visible and appealing to well-educated paedophiles than to those at lower occupational levels.

TABLE 3

Occupations of 77 PIE Members

Professionals 38%

                                               N        %

Teacher
                          10       13 

Lecturer
                            2         3

Social worker nurse
        3         4
 

Student                                     3         4

Other professionals
      11       14

White collar 35%

Clerk/civil servant
                16        21


Engineer/technician
       5          6
 

Sales
                                      6          8

Blue collar 14%

Skilled workers
                 4            5


Unskilled workers
                 7            9

Unemployed
                 6
           8

Not given
                           4             5

Age

Figure 1 shows the age distribution of the PIE men who answered the questionnaires. Although the modal age range is between 35 and 40, there is a fair representation of all age groups between 20 and 60. No subjects were under 20, and only two were older than 60. This age profile is rather younger than that found for members of clubs for fetishists, sadomasochists and transvestites (Gosselin and Wilson, 1980).
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Sex and age of preferred partners

The majority (71 per cent) of the sample said that they were mainly attracted to boys, 12 per cent preferred girls, and 17 per cent were attracted to both boys and girls. Figure 2 shows the distribution of ages of ideal partners. There is a fairly clear peak at the years immediately preceding puberty in boys (12, 13 and 14). Rather surprisingly, a few subjects claimed to prefer partners over the age of 16. Although still illegal in Britain (the age for homosexual male consent being 21), this would not qualify as paedophilia in the definitions of many researchers and clinicians. They may, of course, regard themselves as paedophiles because the age range of partners to whom they are strongly attracted extends downwards several years.

The preferred age of partners for the minority who were attracted mainly to girls was noticeably younger than that of the boy-oriented men. Here the ages of 8, 9 and 10 were most frequently cited as optimally attractive. The preference for younger females is confirmed by two bisexual subjects who gave separate optimal ages for boy and girl targets. In both cases, girls were found attractive at an age two or three years younger than boys.

The theoretical significance of this difference is not clear, although it may have something to do with earlier puberty in girls. A certain degree of attraction to well-developed thirteen-and fourteen-year-old girls is very common, if not endemic, in the male population. Certainly, many readers may wonder why the man who described his ideal target as sixteen-year-old girls should regard himself as a paedophile at all.
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Basis of attraction

Item 4 of the Paedophile Questionnaire asked subjects what it was in particular that they found attractive in children. The results are shown quantitatively in Table 4 and some of the more interesting and illuminating replies are presented verbatim in Table 5.

TABLE 4

Aspects of children that paedophiles find attractive

(Numbers out of the sample of 77 that mentioned the characteristic)

A.
PHYSICAL TRAITS


Good looks (unspecified)
          12


Smooth skin (hairlessness)
11


Eyes
                                          5


Slim stature
                                5


Face
                                          3


Physique (unspecified)
           3


Bottoms/buttocks                        3


Smallness
                                2


Complexion (clear)
            2

(Mentioned once: firm body, smile, feminine features, health, muscles, genitals, black and oriental, unbroken voice, blond hair, school uniforms)

B.
PERSONALITY


Innocence
                              17


Openness
                                7


Curiosity
                                     7


Spontaneity                                       6


Vitality/enthusiasm
                 5


Lack of inhibition
                           5


Honesty
                                      5


Warmth/affection
                            5


Conversation/companionship
       4


Charm
                                      4


Friendliness
                                      4


Sense of humour/fun/mischief
       3

(Mentioned once or twice: softness, simplicity, energy, vulnerability, modesty, nostalgia, kindness, understanding)

TABLE 5

Aspects of children that paedophiles find attractive

(Selected quotations)

S7
‘Ask a sexually orthodox man what he finds attractive about adult women - how does he answer? Not with a cerebral definition! Long legs, a sweet smell, a secret and overwhelming beauty perceived by my indefensible loins.’

S13
‘Mine is a purely physical attraction. I am sodomy oriented and so have a strong overriding buttock fetish. Otherwise the characteristics that stimulate me are smooth, hairless skin, feminine facial features, rounded limbs, unbroken voice, and an unselfconscious sensuality.’

S14
‘I like their sense of enjoyment; their mixture of modesty (not necessarily sexual) and vitality; their loyalty and wish to please without reference to material concerns; above all, their affection.’

S24
‘Their smallness, superb skin texture, absence of pubic hair, affectionate nature, curiosity, naivety, boldness and a million other things.’

S35
‘Quality of freshness - especially complexion of skin and hairless-ness of pubic area. Also I associate smallness and youngness with a need for affection: perceive children as wanting to be hugged and cuddled. See my own feelings as quasi-maternal.’

S39
‘Difficult question! Their youth, their physique, everything that makes them different from adults.’

S41 ‘They are as I was. I’m looking for love for myself as child.’

S46
‘Slimness; vulnerability; capacity for spontaneous expression of feelings; vivacity; mischievousness; dawning sexual interest and eagerness; sense that life has yet to be discovered; ready response to an adult prepared to listen and take them seriously.’

S5O
‘I like the young male physically because I am homosexual. But I think I like young boys because they have little or no body hair and their bodies are more effeminate, and more loving.’

S71 ‘Qualities of beauty; freshness, directness, lack of guile; the great pleasure they can derive from a relationship, and my own pleasure in evoking theirs.’

S74
‘Able to handle without feeling shy, and seeing the look of pleasure in their eyes.

S75
‘Softness, vivacity, gentleness, no make-up, freshness, spontaneity, lack of cynicism, lack of obsession with the future and practicalities of life.’

S76
‘The clear complexion, shining eyes and smiling picture of youth and innocence — “period of blossom”. Their bodies are beautiful and the chirpy voice. Exactly the same points that men* find attractive about women.

* I include myself in this category.’

From Table 4 it can be seen that both physical appearance and personality characteristics are claimed as important determinants of the appeal of children to the paedophile, with personality descriptions being given slightly more commonly than physical descriptions. The most important personality trait that the men find attractive in children is their innocence and openness, this being expressed in a variety of different ways (lack of inhibition, honesty, simplicity, curiosity, openness to experience, willingness to learn, spontaneity, etc). Their warmth, affection, friendliness, charm, softness and understanding were also mentioned, although this might have referred to the particular children with whom the men were able to establish some relationship. Other descriptions related to energy level, e.g. vitality, vivaciousness, enthusiasm, mischief, liveliness.

The most attractive physical characteristic is apparently a lack of pubic hair. This ties in with the age distribution of preferred child partners which shows a dramatic fall-off after the age of fourteen (by which time puberty is well established). There was also some interest in the face and eyes, stature (slim and small) and the bottom.

A study of these details along with the more complete answers from the more verbally expressive subjects given in Table 5 suggests the importance of three major factors as basic to the attraction of children:

  
 (1) Although the majority of these men are homosexual in orientation, they paradoxically seek feminine characteristics in their male partners. It appears that for many of them women are first of all ruled out as potential sex objects, but thereafter preferences amongst homosexual targets are determined by the extent of their femininity in appearance and temperament. This might help to explain why body hair is seen as unattractive: it is a male characteristic as much as an adult one. Similarly, a soft complexion, unbroken voice, feminine features, warmth and affection, and modesty (Table 4) are all feminine characteristics. Subject 50 is fairly explicit in stating that although he is homosexual, he likes young boys because ‘they have little or no body hair and their bodies are more effeminate’.

(2)
There are strong suggestions in some of the replies that children were preferred as sex targets because these men felt more comfortable in approaching them than they would with adults. There was reference, for example, to their ‘ready response to an adult prepared to listen and take them seriously’, their ‘wish to please without reference to material concerns’, and their ‘lack of obsession with the practicalities of life’. Such comments could be read as reflecting an expectation that children are more receptive to advances both social and sexual. Adults, by contrast, are seen as relatively threatening, and of course, given that most of the paedophiles are homosexually oriented, it might be true that there are dangers associated with miscalculated sexual advances to adult men. Even if they do not begin that way, adults are bound eventually to become associated with the punitive society that reacts vehemently to the paedophiles’ sexual interests.

(3)
It has frequently been pointed out in the literature on homosexuality that homosexual men are not generally effeminate in the sense of being like women in their sexual preferences. Rather they react like normal men, with the one difference that they prefer male sex objects. Within that restriction they have the same lust for variety, interest in pornography and concern for the physical characteristics of their sex partners that typify heterosexual masculinity. One outstanding characteristic of male sexuality is an emphasis on youth in the partner; women may be attracted to middle-aged men, but men of all ages are usually attracted primarily to girls in their late teens. Models, pin-ups and beauty queens are usually about nineteen. The evolutionary reason for this has been traced to the concept of reproductive fitness (Symons, 1979). Now since it seems to be a typically male trait to take pleasure from initiating, seducing, or ‘corrupting’ young, virginal sex partners, it is perhaps not surprising that homosexual men are also interested in young boys. It appears that an exaggeration of this ‘natural’ tendency for males to seek young partners is a partial root of paedophilia. This point of view is supported by the importance assigned to ‘innocence’ and ‘freshness’ as an attractive personality trait, and certain comments such as ‘dawning sexual interest and eager-ness’, the ‘period of blossom’ and ‘the great pleasure they can derive from a relationship, and my own pleasure in evoking theirs’. Also implicit in these comments is the belief that people whose sexuality is just ‘awakening’ derive the most intense experience from sexual contact and therefore show the most erotic reactions.

Attitudes towards sex with adults

In answer to the question about how they regard sex with adults, the majority gave replies that indicated indifference (Table 6). However, 18 per cent registered disgust or some equally powerful negative emotion such as ‘revulsion’ or ‘repugnance’ and a similar proportion of the sample claimed that it was perfectly enjoyable (though not of course as attractive a prospect as sex with children). Interestingly, a further 12 per cent of the sample misunderstood the question as applying to sex between children and adults, which could be interpreted as meaning that these subjects found the idea of sex with adults so ego-alien that they had difficulty in conceptualising it at all. Quite a few subjects took the opportunity to express their belief that in matters of sex one should ‘live and let live’; therefore they said it was fine for other people who liked it, but not for themselves.

TABLE 6

Summary of attitudes to sex with adults among PIE members


                                                               N             %


Negative feelings
                                14
       18

            (e.g. disgust, fear, horror)


Indifferent
                                          33
       43


 (e.g. pointless, tolerable, OK


 for others)


Positive feelings
                                14
       18

             (e.g. enjoyable, exciting)


Misunderstood as applying to
             9
       12

             sex between adult and child


No response or unclassifiable
             7
          9

TABLE 7

Attitudes towards sex with adults

(Selected quotations)

S11
‘Although I never had sex with a woman, I would very much like to, but I am too fearful of the unknown. I prefer at present sex with boys over the age of 17 years, my taking the passive role.’

S12
‘Pretty good. I have had sex with an adult. He was hairy -UGH!!! I belong to various gay groups. I am still coming out. But sex to me is homosexual and I still prefer boys.’

S14
‘Almost all adults make me unhappy and mildly frightened by excessive demands and practices I don’t like. Occasionally I have been happy with really affectionate people.’

S18
‘I could not do it with adults. I don’t like men sexually, and although I’ve been out with women I’ve never had sex with them. Being brought up a Catholic, all sex has been classed a mortal sin. Therefore I’ve bypassed this with women.

S35
‘With complete indifference. For me, sex with a woman (or a man) is merely a mechanical performance, and an arduous one at that. Find no pleasure in touching adult bodies and find it difficult to understand that an adult partner might take pleasure in my body (though my body is passable enough, and I’m facially good-looking).’

S53
‘As a gay person, I can relate to older women and even girls of my own age - only on a non-sexual basis. I cannot relate to men very well, yet I am at ease with guys of my own age and younger.

S59
‘With a nubile young woman the idea is enormously attractive. With females generally, the idea appeals in inverse ratio to their age, becoming repulsive at middle age. With adult males, quite unthinkable, revolting in the extreme.’

S62
‘With little interest - have had sexual encounters with women and men but only really enjoyed them when I fantasised that they were boys.’

S67
‘I feel that adults have developed prejudiced and preconceived opinions of themselves and other people to the extent that they are no longer capable of being truthful even in love.’

S72
‘For my part the idea of sex with an adult female would not abhor me.’ After the age of about 22 I have not felt any strong desire to so engage. I feel no desire at all to liase with an adult male.’

S76
‘I want to get married and have a family and I want to have sex with a woman. The idea of sex with an adult male disgusts me (although I do believe that those in favour of this should be able to do so). I agree with the saying “A woman for necessity and a boy for pleasure”.’

S77
‘If I have a relationship with a boy, as he gets older I still feel the same about him, but I cannot feel attraction for an older person any other way.

Some of the more interesting replies to this question are given in full in Table 7. Of some theoretical interest is the finding that quite a few of the sample (approximately 10 per cent) were homosexual in their paedophile interests but were heterosexual as regards their adult sexual preferences. That is, they liked boys and women, but not adult men. This ties in with the suggestion made earlier that boys are sometimes sought as sex targets paradoxically because they are feminine compared with adult men. For these individuals, adult men are perceived as excessively muscular, hairy and ‘macho’, and therefore presumably too threatening to be considered as sex objects. Other subjects, however, claimed to be totally gay; they would consider sex only with men but preferred them young.

Several paedophiles reported that they had a good relation-ship with their wife and no extramarital experience with other women. There was even a hint of pride in this claim, as though extramarital sex with boys was viewed as less morally reprehensible than adultery with a woman. That moral inhibitions were of some relevance to these subjects was suggested by occasional reference to strict religious upbringing. (‘Being brought up a Catholic, all sex has been classed as a mortal sin. Therefore I’ve bypassed this with women’.) A few subjects said they had not been interested in women at all until meeting their particular wife and she remained the only woman to whom they felt they could relate sexually.

While some paedophiles appeared to have a jaundiced view of adults in general, many others cited particular categories of adults that they could find attractive or special circumstances under which sex with an adult might be contemplated. Some would consider sex with young adults if they were sufficiently slim, athletic and good-looking; others treated adults as poor alternatives that they would resort to if sufficiently frustrated or frightened of prosecution. One subject said he could manage sex with an adult only if he fantasised about boys in the process. Another said he sometimes adopted the passive role with adult men but would not like to participate actively.

Attitudes towards parents

The way in which their parents were perceived by the 77 PIE members is shown in Tables 8 and 9. Quite a high proportion of the group (about 17 per cent) had no real contact with their father since he died or became separated from the mother when they were very young. This is somewhat lower than the figure of 27 per cent absent fathers reported by Ingram (1979) but still very high compared with a figure of 6 per cent absent fathers found in a sample of 4,000 readers of the Sun newspaper who were representative of the British population as regards occupational status (Wilson, 1981).

Apart from geographical absence, the most common descriptions of the father were those that indicated some kind of psychological separation (remote/aloof/distant). Certain difficulties in relating to or identifying with the father are also suggested by the next most common descriptions (submissive/ weak/ineffectual, and strict/puritanical/intolerant). Altogether there were 62 negative descriptions of the father compared with only 18 positive descriptions. (Note, this adds up to more than 77 because some individuals gave mixed evaluations of their father.) Referring again to the Sun survey, which used similar questions with a ‘normal’ population, only 22 per cent gave negative descriptions of their father. This suggests that our paedophile sample did not enjoy very close relationships with their fathers compared with the rest of the population. However, it would be premature to arrive at any conclusions concerning the direction of cause and effect. Inability to relate to; the father could be a contributory cause of the sexual difficulty of our subjects. On the other hand, it is not impossible that the sex orientation of the son was partly responsible for the father’s coolness and hostility and the difficulty in communication.

TABLE 8

Descriptions of Father ( Numbers out of 77 giving each description)


Absent (due to death or separation)
              13


Remote, aloof, distant
                                   18


Submissive, weak, quiet, ineffectual
               15


Strict, firm, puritanical, intolerant
               15

  
Violent, temperamental, frightening
                7


Otherwise objectionable (e.g. pompous,
      7

          contemptuous, unpredictable, dirty, drunken)


Loving, helpful, kind, caring
                         13


Hardworking/respectable
                                      5


OK, normal
                                                          9

TABLE 9

Descriptions of Mother (Afumbers out of77 giving each description)


Domineering, overbearing, strong-willed
              15


Overprotective, possessive, suffocating
                5


Strict, narrow-minded, prudish
                                   15


Otherwise objectionable (e.g. petty, interfering,
    18

          inconsistent, hysterical, lesbian, prostitute)


Religious (to excess)
                                                4


Shy, introvert, inhibited, passive
                           4


Loving
                                                                    15


Otherwise caring (gentle, kind, warm, etc.)
                12


Well-balanced, OK, normal
                                       7


Practical, hardworking, intelligent
                             7


Active, energetic, ambitious
                                       6


Died when young (one suicide)
                                       6


Raised by step or foster mother
                                       4

Attitudes towards the mother were almost as negative as those towards the father. The most common complaints about mother fell into three main groups: (1) domineering, overbearing and strong-willed; (2) overprotective, possessive and suffocating —frequently an adjunct of the first group; and (3) strict, narrow-minded, prudish, and overly religious. Adding descriptions in these categories with other negative opinions we find that no less than 57 subjects disliked their mother in some respect, whereas only 27 reported that they had enjoyed a loving or otherwise caring relationship with their mother. This is again a very much less favourable attitude towards the mother than that displayed by the Sun sample, where only 14 per cent expressed a dislike of their mother. It is perhaps also significant that the mothers of six paedophiles died when they were very young (one as a result of suicide) and that four were raised by a step or foster mother.

While the adequacy of the control data cited above might be questioned on various counts, it nevertheless seems that these paedophile subjects had on average a fairly bad relationship with their parents compared with the rest of the population. It is tempting to conclude from this that experience of the parents was in some way responsible for creating the paedophile preference in the children (e.g. lack of a satisfactory father model through geographical or psychological unavailability or insufficient tenderness on the part of the mother to permit imprinting upon adult women as sex objects). Some paedophiles even claim that they are seeking to reconstruct vicariously a more beautiful childhood experience by bestowing warmth and love on their child partners (whom they say are usually deprived in the same way that they were).

Such explanations are quite appealing in the current environmentalist zeitgeist within psychology, but there are at least three other types of explanation that cannot be ruled out with the present evidence. One is that the behaviour of the parents occurs as a reaction to the way in which they perceive their (paedophile) children as developing (i.e. a result rather than a cause of the paedophilia or the characteristics which predispose to it). For example, the father may become aloof or hostile towards his son because he regards him as unmanly or

otherwise inadequate, and the mother may become dominant and overprotective in order to compensate for the rejection of the father. Another possibility (which is in a way the most parsimonious) is that of a genetic connection between the parents and the children such that certain traits such as instability and social communication difficulty run in the family. Finally, the paedophiles may be generating negative descriptions of their parents in order to account for their condition to themselves or to others, i.e. as a kind of ‘excuse’ for their socially unacceptable preferences.

Unfortunately, it is not at present possible to choose among these differing explanations of the relationship between the paedophile preference and the way in which the parents were perceived and recalled. It is, however, quite striking that the pattern of weak and absent father combined with a dominant, overprotective mother that has so often been implicated in homosexuality and other sexual difficulties emerges once again within this group of subjects.

Parents’ attitude towards sex

Another finding that recurs frequently in the literature on sexual deviation and dysfunction is that of a sexually restrictive upbringing. Table 10 shows that this was also characteristic of the upbringing of our paedophile sample. The vast majority reported that their parents were secretive about sexual matters —that sex was hardly ever mentioned and that nudity and even physical embraces were rare phenomena in the home. Some said that they had ‘no idea’ what their parents’ attitude towards sex might be, since the topic was never raised. Others had no doubt that their parents held a strongly negative view of sex, which they described variously as Victorian, prudish, strict, severe, puritanical or based on religious taboos. One reported that the only advice he was ever given was ‘If you ever get a girl into trouble I’ll kill you’. Another said that his parents’ attitude was very moralising and full of warnings about V.D., cleanliness, etc.’. One mother slept separately from the father allegedly because he was ‘dirty’. One subject could not associate sex with his parents at all; the two ideas were apparently quite incompatible. Another subject recalled that he was once thoroughly spanked in childhood for lifting up a girl’s skirt. Only six of the 77 subjects described their parents’ attitude towards sex as positive or tolerant.

TABLE 10

Parents’ attitude towards sex (Numbers out of 77 giving description)


Never or seldom mentioned (secretive)
44


Victorian, prudish, strict, severe, taboo
26


Based on religious premises
                      9

Otherwise negative (e.g. naive, inconsistent,
             5 

embarrassed)


Liberal, tolerant
                                            6

Although this paints a picture of very restrictive and puritanical attitudes towards sex in the home of the average paedophile, the same problems of interpretation that were discussed above arise here also. We don’t really have adequate control data that would allow us to say that this group perceived their upbringing as significantly different from normal. No doubt quite a high proportion of people with ‘healthy sexual adjustment’ also perceive their parents as old-fashioned and secretive with respect to sexual matters. There is also the problem that some of the paedophiles may be trying to explain or justify their unusual predilection to themselves or others by invoking childhood restrictions. Finally, we should consider the possibility that a few paedophiles call their parents restrictive and intolerant because they (along with most of society) disapproved of the paedophile and/or homosexual orientation of their son.

Whatever the interpretation, however, it does seem reason-able to conclude (1) that few of the paedophiles learned their / predilection or were directly encouraged in it by their parents, and (2) that a strict, religious upbringing is certainly no safeguard against the development of paedophile interests. Rather, the impression is that an overly negative attitude towards heterosexual playfulness may be one predisposing factor in the development of paedophilia (and perhaps other deviant sexual outlets).

Early sexual experiences

Table 11 shows a broad categorisation of the earliest remembered sexual experiences. Typically the first sexual experience was reported as occurring between the ages of six and eleven, although a few subjects recalled sexual feelings dating from the age of four, and there were one or two very late starters. One man claimed to have had only one sexual experience in his lifetime (an episode of sodomy that he did not enjoy), and another did not have his first ejaculation until the age of eighteen, and then it occurred while he was doing physical exercises.

By far the most common first experience was some form of homosexual exploration or masturbation, usually involving school-friends or peer-age neighbours. Next most common was heterosexual play or voyeurism (swapping looks) that sometimes involved a sister or female relative. A similar number of subjects cited solo fantasies and self-masturbation as their earliest sexual memory. Only six subjects gained their introduction to sex as the ‘victim’ of another paedophile, although this could well be a significantly higher proportion than normal. We do not have control data against which to compare this figure.

Although it is not uncommon for heterosexual men to pass through a phase of homosexual exploration with school-friends in childhood, one thing that was quite striking in the questionnaire responses was a tendency for the homosexual or heterosexual orientation of the subjects to correspond with the nature of their first sexual experience. The minority who reported a heterosexual initiation were much more likely to be heterosexually oriented paedophiles as adults. This probably represents an early manifestation of sex targeting set from childhood, though i1 could also reflect selective memory for childhood events that were experienced as particularly exciting and enjoyable.

Table 12 gives a sample of the verbatim answers, including some that were fairly typical and others that were thought interesting or illuminating in some way.

TABLE 11

Earliest remembered sexual experiences (Numbers out of 77

declaring each type of episode)


Homosexual masturbation (with approx. age peer)
35


Solo masturbation
                                                    11


Heterosexual sex play
                                          13


Initiation by adult man
                                            6


Other, or no answer
                                          12

TABLE 12

Earliest sexual experiences

(Selected quotations)

S2
‘It was with a boy a year older than myself; he was 14. We just stripped naked and cuddled each other.’

57
‘Playing with dolls; telling them they must go to the lavatory and if they refuse they will be punished. A big erection. Age 4 years.’

S11
‘When I was approx. 11 years of age a boy played with my private parts which I enjoyed without knowing what he was doing and I was thereafter unable to continue this “enjoyment” on my own.

513
‘I used to contrive situations from the age of 14/15 where I would spank younger boys, often naked, though only once did this produce an orgasm. My sexual roots can be traced back as early as 8 however.’

S15
‘I never experienced ejaculation till 18 (when doing physical exercises). As a child I had no sexual relations of any kind with adults nor anyone else.’

S16
‘Only had one - sodomy with another man in my 20s. Not very enjoyable.’

S20
‘Typical, “you show me yours - I’ll show you mine” encounter with little girl up the street — had traumatic repercussions with parents as someone saw us.

S38
‘About 8 years old I was assaulted indecently by a man of 60, but I was a willing participant, and allowed it to go on for some years.

S45
‘At age 9 I went to a “children’s village” in Switzerland for two years. The “housefather” (British) invited me to his room, exposed himself and me, inviting mutual masturbation. Being ignorant of sex, I didn’t understand what he meant and he sent me away again.’

S53
‘I was 13 when I became attracted to a boy in my class. He was the smartest and the friendliest. My introversion and shyness prevented me from forming any real relationship or sexual activity.’

S56
‘Looking at the legs and petticoat of a young barmaid at our pub

—
not aware it was sexual. Protective feelings towards the youngest boys in prep. school when I was 10 or 11. Fantasy thoughts about them.’

S68
‘At 4 years getting frequent erections, when scolded, or on seeing policemen. Having penis examined by our doctor, “Uncle Jim” (a cousin of mother’s) in the presence of parents. At 13 encouraging other boys to “toss me off’.’

S77
‘When I was about 10 or 11 years old I fell in love with a boy at school. We kissed and cuddled only. First actual sex experiences at school at about 12 years old, masturbation in class with another boy nicknamed Kipper.’

Nature of paedophile relationships

Answers to the question concerning the kinds of relationships with children that are engaged in are summarised in Table 13, with some of the more typical and interesting responses given verbatim in Table 14. The most common descriptions were in non-sexual terms such as affectionate, caring, loving, gentle, intimate, platonic and fatherly. Only 18 subjects explicitly

mentioned genital sexuality, with mutual masturbation and oral sex being more frequently cited than anal intercourse.

Four subjects claimed they indulged in actual sexual relationships with children only when overseas in countries where legal restrictions were absent or less strictly enforced, e.g. Morocco, Sri Lanka, the Philippines. Three subjects made reference to paying children for sexual services and two said that they liked their sex play to include some mild spanking. Fleeting, casual encounters with children were mentioned about as often as long-term relationships.

It should be noted that these various types of relationship are by no means mutually exclusive; most of the subjects reported having several different kinds of relationship with different children, either simultaneously or serially. It was particularly

common for a subject to claim many affectionate relationships but only very occasional sexual contact.

The impression gained from both the questionnaire answers and the more detailed ‘depth’ interviews was that subjects were reporting fairly honestly and accurately on their behaviour. However, there is a possibility that the sexual motive was being played down by some subjects either out of personal discretion or for the cause of P1 E as a political organisation seeking public approval of paedophilia. This consideration also applies to answers to some of the other questions.

TABLE 13

Ways in which 77 paedophiles characterise their relationships with

children


Affectionate, loving, gentle, etc.
          22


Deep, intimate, close
                                 3


Non-sexual, platonic friendship
                     19


Fatherly
                                                      3

          Genital sexuality involved (whether manual,   18 

          oral  or anal)

  
Sexual relationships overseas only
             4


Fleeting, casual, playful
                                  5


Long-term
                                                      7


Professional (payment made to child)
             3


Spanking involved                                             2


None
                                                                 5

TABLE 14

Nature of relationships with children

(Selected quotations)

S16
‘Very close affectionate relationships with a number of boys, never sexual. Always friends’ children. I like to cuddle them, and they obviously like it too.’

S19
‘As a teacher - many and varied. Personal relationships tend to be good (or I wouldn’t be much use as a teacher). Sex has occurred, but very rarely, and usually with a child that is deprived in some way, and has a need for love.’

S21
‘Sexual and platonic. Sometimes just sex; sometimes platonic. Sometimes both. I had a relationship with a boy which lasted 5 years. He seemed not to have suffered. He is now engaged!’

S23
‘I have teased, kissed, spanked girls, but it is quite a dangerous hobby. Parents get angry. I have been privileged to kiss girls on the area usually covered by knickers.’

S24
‘One sexual with a girl of 9 whose father had left the family. She was starved of affection and attention. It was close and loving without being sexual until one evening she asked me to touch her “like my little brother does”. A happy sexual relationship ensued for six months until the family emigrated (2 more relationships).’

S34
‘All my relationships start by being friends; then to being physically close, i.e. cuddling and then, under the right circumstances, if the boy is willing, on to sex.

S35
‘Usually hopeless romantic yearning for a particular boy, sometimes accompanied (given the social opportunity) by his friendship, but no sexual initiatives on either side. Small amount of casual masturbatory sex with several boys.’

S39
‘As a teacher, all sorts of relationships, but outside school several “affairs” of a sexual nature with various boys; not only sexual but emotional as well.’

S40
‘Usually founded on activity group work with children. Simply being an affectionate, concerned and lively adult for them. Playing, telling, listening, and answering questions.’

S45
‘Loving, caring ones, or if you are referring to physical activities, then mutual and unilateral masturbation, kissing, cuddling, etc.’

S46
‘I had passionate and emotionally intense relationships with six boys of 14/15 when I was teaching in a boarding school between 1957 and 1963. Sexual activity was frequent and reciprocally enjoyable, but the affection was more important to me. Since then I have had only one short-lived sexual relationship with a boy of 15, though I have had (and have) a number of intense friendships with boys between 13 and 17 which have not involved sexual activity.’

S60
‘Quite a few emotional encounters, most of short duration, one or two lasting over a period of months; only two sexual contacts

-
one continuing on and off for nearly a year, the other lasting for about 11 weeks. Passive gentle relationships — cuddles, kisses, stroking of legs, etc. No masturbation (passive or active), no genital fondling. Have achieved orgasm through frottage.’

S62
‘A number of sexual relationships ((100) lasting 6 months to 10 years, some into adulthood. About one quarter had a sexual element.’

S71
‘Very pleasant ones. In some cases sexual, but outside the U K. Generally as a sort of brother/father benefactor type with disadvantaged kids. One unpleasant experience of blackmail.’

S77 ‘Kissing, cuddling, mutual masturbation, some oral, and anal sex. My last affair with an English boy lasted five years, he is now married, both him and his wife live with me, his wife knows of the relationship we used to have, and understands.’

Fantasies

Question 10 asked whether the subjects had fantasies concerning relationships with children, and if so, their nature and frequency. The majority of the sample reported having some fantasies of this kind, and it is clear from Table 15 that these fantasies were more likely to include sexual activity than were real-life activities. This is not really surprising considering that adult-child sex contacts are socially forbidden and that the fantasies of most people outpace their real-life activities. It is by no means uncommon for people to entertain fantasies that they know they would not actually enjoy in reality. Nevertheless, the fantasies of paedophiles are of great interest because, as with other groups, they give clues to individual arousal mechanisms.

Perhaps the strongest impression to be derived from reading through the fantasies (a selection of which are given in Table 16) is that they are as variable and idiosyncratic as the fantasies reported by other groups (e.g. Gosselin and Wilson, 1980). Perhaps the only thing they really have in common is the involvement of a child or children. In the vast majority of cases the child sex partner is portrayed as a willing, or indeed enthusiastic, participant in the fantasised activities, and quite a high proportion of subjects liked to fantasise having several children at once. In both of these respects (compliance and group sex) the fantasies of the paedophiles seem to be similar to those of normal heterosexual men (Wilson, 1978). On the other hand, a minority of paedophiles reported loving, caring, relationship-oriented fantasies which are more like those of the typical woman. To what extent these were given because of social desirability considerations is not clear.

TABLE 15

Main types of fantasies concerning children (Numbers out of 77

declaring each type)


Sexual activity
                                       39


Romantic or caring
                             22


None
                                                            18


No answer
                                                    7

TABLE 16

Fantasies of paedophiles

(Selected quotations)

513
‘I generally convert my fantasies into elaborate and painstakingly drawn comics. These usually take the form of rape in fantastic environments, and so do my masturbation fantasies, say twice a week. But I should emphasise that the rape is symbolic, and no physical or mental harm is done.’

514
‘When I can remember my dreams (which is rare) they some-times include the seduction of a boy, not necessarily one I know. When awake, occasional fantasies concerning friends, always involving hugging, kissing, if no more.

517
‘Yes indeed, quite often, ranging from fantasies based on nude photos (when previously available) to those based on the child concerned, for whatever reason.

S23
‘Yes, frequently, day and night. Undressing girls, playing with their legs, breasts, buttocks. Mutual spanking sessions. Girl gangs upending me and each one in turn whacking my bottom with a stick or strap.’

S24
‘I “live with” or at least regularly have the company of an attractive boy and girl and the three of us have a very loving, sexual relationship, possibly with an adult woman as a mother/ lover. I think about this, say, once a week on average. Pie in the sky!’

S32
‘Yes, always of sex with boys, especially known acquaintances or the current “love” usually 12-13 fair hair, smooth complexion, good looks. Fantasies involve oral sex, masturbation and intercrural (but never anal) intercourse - anything where the boy admires me and shares my randiness.’

S35
‘Yes, every day. Sometimes with regard to older boys (12- 14) fantasy is romantic, i.e. I’ll dream they are in love with me, and I’ll think about taking them on holiday, etc. Usually fantasy is much more directly sexual: think of undressing boy in erotic way, fellating him, etc. Sexual fantasy about girls too, these fantasies are tender in their sexuality, but never romantic.’

S46
‘Yes, these are frequent and intense, and during the course of them I imagine mutual masturbation and fellatio between myself and a number of boys I currently know. Kissing, hugging, and expressions of affection are vital ingredients in the fantasies.’

S51
‘Mutual caressing, undressing, nude swimming; to be surrounded by several beautiful little girls. Constantly.’

S55
‘I frequently have fantasies about falling in love with a boy, and us being able to live together having a perfect emotional and sexual relationship with no interference from anyone else.’

S59
‘Yes, sometimes think of caressing and fondling a naked little blonde girl. How often is difficult - I do not keep a tally, but quite often, probably daily or whenever I see one that attracts me. At other times I think of having intercourse with an older girl, about 14 or 15.’

S60
‘Most of the time, relationships involving greater physical contact, particularly mutual masturbation and genital fondling. Often fantasize about shared non-sexual experiences - going to the pictures, fairgrounds, etc.’

S65
‘Being in control of large numbers of boys and being able to undress and spank them - very often.’

S67
‘Occasionally - in which a boy is emotionally isolated and in need of a stable relationship and love, makes advances to me.’

S71
‘(a) Masturbatory - when not with a boy- designed to provoke a quick orgasm; crudely sexual. 1 per day. (b) Idyllic – desirability of a long-term stable relationship with a single boy. But this is impossible by the definition of a paedophile. This more frequent when depressed through work problems or other reasons.

S72
‘Yes, recurring idea of having a selection of boys at the same time (7/8) aged 8-14 - having them undress, comparing them - size of genitalia, erection, etc., watching sexual play amongst them-selves and selecting the 2 most attractive to make love to including anal intercourse.’

Two rather individual fantasies are perhaps of special interest. One man was obsessional about his fantasies (which usually took the form of ‘rape in fantastic environments’) to the extent that he drew them out as comic strips, apparently quite elaborately and painstakingly. This could well have been an important outlet for him, for he denied the possibility that he would ever assault a child in reality. Another man seemed to specialise in regressive fantasies, imagining himself as a child of about four. This would lend support to the idea that some paedophiles enjoy the company of children because at heart they would prefer still to be children themselves, or perhaps to relive their childhood in happier circumstances.

Desired behaviour in absence of legal sanctions

Since there is often a distinction between the things that people fantasise about and the things they would actually like to do if given the opportunity, it was thought important to add a question about what they would like to do with children if all legal restrictions were removed. The most common categories of reply are shown in Table 17 and some of the more interesting examples are given in Table 18.

TABLE 17

Desired behaviour if legal sanctions removed (main categories of

response)


Give love, affection, protection, etc.
                             14


Engage in sexual activity, provided child agreeable
         13


Same as now, but more openly
                                          8


Cohabit or form lasting relationship
                                6

TABLE 18

Desired behaviour if legal sanctions removed

(Selected quotations)

S4
‘I would like to develop a relationship of loving, unselfish affection and allow the child to express himself as his needs dictated. I know from experience that in most cases, in trusting me, nature would take its course and sex play would occur.’

S5
‘Date and meet children, take them out and enjoy each other’s company. Make them happy. Be with them as long as possible.’

SlO
‘Have a boy live with me until an independent age whilst I take on role combining elements of father, brother, friend, as well as lover. I would certainly want to sleep with him regularly.’

Sil
‘Adopt two boys and one girl with no sexual motive but that of being a responsible father.’

S14
‘No more than I do already. Buggery does not appeal, merely fondling, masturbating and more important, general love.’

519
‘Anything that seemed wholesome and natural, including sexual activity, though this would be a comparatively rare occurrence. What the child wants to do with me is an equally relevant question.’

S29 ‘Be able to befriend without fear. Be able to allow that friendship to develop naturally along the paths it wanted to take.’

S32
‘First maintain my present marriage and then, if my wife agreed, enjoy a normal, natural, affectionate, loving relationship with a boy involving free sexual expression by him and by me of every kind with one or two chosen boys who shared my views and interests — preferably with nights spent in the same bed; frequent sexual adventures and some carefree out-of-doors nudity.’

S35
‘Fellatio with boys, cunnilingus with girls. Not really interested in child touching my genitals - never think about it. Nor do I think about intercourse, though I get very turned on by porn films depicting it. Like to watch children either homosexually or heterosexually involved with each other.’

S39
‘The law is mostly irrelevant; I would not want to do anything different to what I do now if the law were changed, except that I wouldn’t have to be so secretive or careful.’

S46
‘Kiss and hug boys in the age range which most attracts me, and engage in mutual masturbation and fellatio with them. I have no wish for anal intercourse. The complete consent — indeed eagerness of the boy would be essential.’

S45
‘Love, care for and protect them (the homeless, parentless, or unwanted would be sufficient). Sleeping with as many as desired it (which would still be a very large number).’

S49
‘Make more friends. Take them to movies, restaurants, the zoo. Help them with school work. Enjoy each other’s company. Love them.’

S53
‘That would depend on what the child needed from me. Casual sex is out - as I need to know the person first. But mutual masturbation, fellatio, possibly anal intercourse.

S56
‘I would endeavour to have sex with them, to seduce them, if I found them attractive, and they were willing. I could be content with very little. The burden of guilt feelings is greater than the frustration of unexpressed sex.’

S67
‘To be their confidant and “anchor” friend and to give them a feeling of security and to love them in whatever way they demanded of me.’

Clearly these answers dwell less on sexual intentions than do the fantasies. The most frequent response was in terms of the love, care and protection that would be bestowed on the child and the manner in which the child might be supposed to benefit from the association. Even among those who cited some sexual activity they would like to pursue (e.g. fellatio, kissing bottoms, spanking, photographing children in the nude), most emphasised that the consent and participation of the child would be an essential prerequisite. Some went further and maintained that what they themselves wanted was fairly irrelevant - it was what the child wanted that was important. Again, we could not help suspecting that some respondents were anxious to paint themselves in the most favourable, altruistic light, knowing that their interests were generally deplored by society.

Another fairly common reply to this question was along the lines that their own behaviour would not change to any appreciable extent, since they did what they had to do anyway. However, in the absence of legal restrictions they could be a great deal more open about it and enjoy a great deal more peace of mind. Others said they would like to live with a boy (or more than one child) on a more or less permanent basis (perhaps until their child partners grew to adulthood), and this presumably would also be a great deal easier in the absence of legal sanctions.

Feelings about the paedophile preference

From Table 19 it will be seen that the PIE members were strongly divided in their feelings concerning their own condition. About a third of the sample said they were happy about being paedophiles, although of course most of these were less happy about the reception accorded them by society. A few others said they had come to terms with their somewhat unusual orientation, though it may have taken some time (and perhaps the help of P1 E) to achieve this reconciliation.

Another third of the sample described themselves as disturbed or puzzled by their condition. Again, as can be seen from the quotations given in Table 20, it was quite often the attitude of society that was the cause of their disturbance or puzzlement rather than their paedophilia per se. Another sizeable group registered frustration because of the difficulty in obtaining outlets for their urges.

Five subjects described themselves as sad and depressed because they were paedophiles and four admitted to being guilty or ashamed of their predilection. Another three expressed anger and bitterness at society for interfering with what they saw as natural and ‘loving’ behaviour.

The range of feelings about the state of paedophilia can be gleaned from the statements in Table 20. For example, S55 sees himself as giving ‘love and happiness to children’ and S62 describes his paedophilia as an ‘integral and good part of my total personality’. On the other hand, S18 wonders why he has been ‘afflicted with this torment’ and S24 realises that it is ‘a perversion in the basic meaning of word’.

TABLE 19

Feelings about the paedophile preference


Happy, proud, positive feelings
                             27


Disturbed
                                                            21


Frustrated
                                                            13


Puzzled
                                                            11


Sad, hopeless, depressed
                                  5


Accepting, reconciled
                                  5


Guilty, ashamed
                                             4


Bitter, angry (with society)
                         3

TABLE 20

Feelings about the paedophile preference

(Selected quotations)

S7
‘I’m certainly puzzled but I’ve given up being disturbed. Many people have secret areas of their lives, and this happens to be mine.

S9
‘Happy. Contemptuous of hysteria currently coming from self-appointed moral guardians who seem to know little of what children think and feel.’

S10
‘Associations with boys, even if limited to a purely platonic friendly basis, are of paramount importance to me. My only problems are the restraints imposed by society and my own diffidence even among children.’

S11
‘Although I like and enjoy my relationship with children, I am both puzzled and disturbed by my sexual liking for them. Those I love, I also fear as they have complete control over me and yet it is this that I long for.’

S13
‘Extremely disturbed. My depressive and antisocial nature I attribute solely to this cause. I consider that it cripples my social life, my relationship with family and friends, my career prospects, and my general peace of mind. I am ashamed of it and frequently find it degrading and base.’

S14
‘Extremely happy and fulfilled in following any natural inclinations. Only disturbed when confronted by the more “bull-necked” of my fellow men, who wish to confine the infinite variety of sexual (and other) experience within socially pre-scribed limits.’

S16
‘I wish very much that I were “normal” enough to have a loving relationship with a woman and to marry and have a family of my own.

S17
‘It’s a bloody nuisance really, in today’s world, but I believe I’ve learned to live with it. I have many friends and a busy job and outside interests which prevent me brooding (subconsciously?). These days I believe I try to avoid contacts with children, much as I love them, to avoid temptations.’

S18
‘I wonder why I have been afflicted with this torment which has no outlet and for which people are punished. Often wish to end it all, seeing that I will never get a relationship with any boy I like —even to have experienced it would have been something.’

S20
‘I often wonder why, but have become resigned to the fact that it’s part of me, so I don’t let it worry me too much. I sometimes wonder what it’s like to be “normal”.’

S21
‘I believe it’s the work of Nature (not God, incidentally) so it must be accepted by people. Obviously children need to be protected from people they do not wish to have contact with. Repression leads to guilt - to inner conflicts and mental disorders.’

S24
‘Was slightly worried and guilty until meeting and correspond-ing with similar people. I still realise it’s a perversion in the basic meaning of the word, but now feel I can live with it. I am also strongly attracted to mature women (i.e. to age of 38 say) and enjoy several relationships.’

S32
‘Happy morally, distressed socially. I am unashamed in that I am convinced it is harmless to them, beneficial to both parties and utterly innocent. But so long as society says it is harmful, corrupting, wicked and punishable I remain frustrated and very, very sad.’

S33
‘Consider society in general evil in its treatment of children under the guise of “protection”, “what’s best for them”, etc. In reality the child is never consulted or considered. Absolute bigotry and hypocrisy.’

S35
‘Very happy about it, except for the fact that it is illegal, and in our culture it is hard to find kids that are “into” it. Would in addition like to be able to respond to women, if only so I could marry and raise a family of my own beautiful children.’

S46
‘I no longer feel guilt about my preference and to that extent am happy about it. It feels absolutely right and natural to me. The worst part of it is the continual sense of frustration and the infrequent opportunity of talking openly about boys without evoking shock or disapproval.’

S45
‘I think I have come to terms with it now, though it took a long time. So I’m reasonably happy about it, but unhappy about the need for secrecy and deception and angry about the possible consequences of its revelation.’

S54
‘I feel that this is something that separates me from other people and this is basically the cause of my other problems - e.g. lack of success in the working environment.’

S55
‘Very bitter to think that there are so many people like myself who give so much love and happiness to children, but are ruthlessly hunted down by members of a heartless society.’

S62
‘Probably the same as Black or Jewish people feel about themselves. My paedophilia is an integral and good part of my total personality. The stresses it imposes are entirely the product of society’s hostility.’

S68
‘I am the man God made me. As such I am testimony to his infinite variety. My personality is a talent to be used in his honour. It is the driving force of my work for young people and the inspiration of my poems and writing. I am a happy man.’

S71
‘Sad that at present it is socially unacceptable and can provoke unwelcome consequences. But otherwise no problems. I’d spend no more time pondering my “preference” than the average worker wonders why he likes page 3 of the Sun.’

Treatment experiences

Question 13 asked whether subjects had ever sought professional advice or treatment, and if so, from what kind of person or institution. Table 21 summarises the types of treatment that were attempted and the outcome. The majority had not sought any treatment, either because they did not acknowledge that there was anything wrong with them (‘it’s society that’s sick’) or because they felt their preference was so deep-rooted as to be irremediable. Of those who did find their way to treatment most reported having seen a psychiatrist. (Of course, they may not all have been able to distinguish this description from others, such as psychoanalyst and psychologist, that were less frequently cited.) Three had seen counsellors from the Albany Trust, which is a charity sympathetic to homosexuals. One subject said he was ‘forced by the courts’ to take treatment, another was given treatment in prison, and a third was advised before his trial that the court might treat him more leniently if he was known to be having treatment for his problem. Not all subjects who had seen medical authorities presented paedophilia as their prime complaint. Three sought their treatment for depression, one for migraine and another for fear of dentistry.

Group therapy and drugs were mentioned as the approach to treatment by three subjects each. The others did not specify the nature of their therapy, but it is probable that insight-oriented ‘talk’ therapy was a major component in most cases. A few patients mentioned that aversion therapy had been offered to them, usually half-heartedly, and all had declined.

Of those who made some comment relating to the outcome of therapy thirteen said that it was of no help to them at all, while none reported any beneficial effects. One subject said that his psychiatrist treated his anxiety over his predilection for boys so effectively that he became careless over his contacts and got himself arrested. Other comments of some interest are shown in Table 23.

TABLE 21

Experience of professional advice and treatment

TYPES


Psychiatrist
                                                   17


Psychoanalyst
                                           2


Psychologist                                                      2


GP
                                                                3


Counsellor from Albany Trust
                       3


Student Counsellor                                            1


Group Therapy
                                            3


Drugs
                                                                 3


Forced by courts, pre-trial or in prison              3


None sought
                                                     46

  
OUTCOME


Beneficial
                                                  0


Unsuccessful
                                       13

TABLE 22

Experience of professional advice and treatment

(Selected quotations)

S10
‘Yes, some years ago when I attempted also to fit myself into the gay scene. Through my G P I was first offered aversion therapy which I rejected. Tried group therapy - no go; tried psycho-analysis (analyst finally sent me away). Felt non-authentic in homosexual relationships, so settled down to being myself.’

S19
‘Yes, a psychiatrist. A pleasant young man, but we never really made contact. To him, I was a “case”, to me, he was a man I was advised to contact, prior to my trial in the courts.’

S21
‘Yes, from psychiatrists and psychologists. Mental therapy which led to depression, so treatment discontinued. Also drugs used to suppress to no avail. I have come to the opinion after so much treatment that the only person who can help a paedophile is himself. All treatment I thought was useless. There should be more research into what makes a person paedophile, which I think is the environment the child is brought up in. From my own personal experience once a person becomes a paedophile he is like it for the rest of his life, to some degree or other.’

S30
‘From a doctor who said the only thing she knew was aversion therapy, which she did not recommend. Have talked to priests who are very helpful.’

S38
‘Twice in prison, but found no help under their care. I felt it was all a ritual which they had to enact so that forms could be filled in. They showed no interest, spent most of time yawning, their attitudes being, “we have heard it all”.’

S40
‘No, the only advice I would ever seek professionally would be legal advice, or else NCCL, if I were ever charged with an offence relating to my sexuality by the police. Treatment is a complete misnomer. Do heterosexuals need treatment to prevent them giving love?’

S45
‘Several years ago, I went (voluntarily) into a mental hospital for a few days’ observation for depression and eventually discussed it with the registrar, but declined aversion therapy, which was all that was offered.’

S48
‘Under parental pressure, I consulted a specialist (a psychiatrist attached to the local hospital). He simply said that if I was committed in this particular direction he could do nothing about it. He counselled me not to break the law.’

S57
‘No, why should I, with all the broken homes, etc. there would seem to be a need for us.’

S77
‘I have always felt that if I could not change myself into a heterosexual nobody else would change me. I have found this theory to be right in later years.

TABLE 23

Other Comments

S11
‘I cannot understand why I like being hurt in my private parts, by kneeing and kicking. Also suffocating by having the soft stomach lying on my face. My supreme obedience and sub-mission as soon as his body touches mine.’

S12
‘I am a loving person. I need to love and be loved not by one person but many. Once I had 23 boys on the go, in different relationships, some as long as 3 years. If my kid is happy so am I, that is my motto (Freedom for Boys).’

S14
‘Presumably like any other sexual experience this seems to me to vary greatly from individual to individual (both on the adult and the child’s side of any relationship) and is basically the loving response of someone to the needs of another human being -
a state of affairs which may or may not last, just as needs vary on either side. I do not consider myself a threat to the institution of marriage or to any other institution, and I would say the same of the few other paedophiles I have known.’

S15
‘I would simply like to see a greater recognition of the civil law and less insistence on increasing the number of criminal laws and their punitive aspects. If children are attracted to adults it’s natural that some reciprocation occurs. At present child batterers are more respected than molesters.’

S16
‘I know that my close relationships with boys have usually been of benefit to them. I know of no case where it has been otherwise. Some are now married with families, and still visit me. In one case I certainly saved an 11-year-old from a nervous breakdown by giving him all I had in the way of affection and support.’

S18
‘My only outlets are my imagination and memory of people seen. Odd trips to Denmark where I found no physical contact; photos. I have been trying my own auto-suggestion methods based on books. Sometimes I get through whole days without being bothered. Holidays are the worst times. I even try to avoid places where children go as I know I can never be successful with any, especially here. My hand is my only sexual outlet. I reckon I will die unfulfilled sexually. How I wish I did not have this affliction. If I have to destroy my pictures I will have nothing.’

S19
‘There is a mountain of evidence that paedophilia is a fact of life and is only remotely connected with child molestation. The latter I am entirely incapable of doing, though I am condemned for it. There is an urgent need for education on the subject in society.’

S23
‘Obviously my sexual interests are an extension of childish fancies, but this satisfies me. With females of any age I have a spanking addiction. Playing with young girl’s bottoms, and handling their knickers is great.’

S24
‘The only time I hate myself is when I am very frustrated I go out “hunting” hoping to seek an opportunity for some quick illicit sex. This happens maybe once a month at most. In six years it has only once been successful. Less frequent since starting a relationship with a beautiful boy of 9.’

S25
‘I cannot understand people’s hostility and suspicion towards adults who live alone. When they go in supermarkets they are always watched with suspicion. When they are arrested they are robbed of all they possess with the help of probation officers, etc’

S27 ‘As a child I viewed all this sex in a healthy and a happy way till I found out it was unlawful. I am depressed ever since.’

S30 ‘I take Christianity seriously and like to think that my attitude to the children I fancy is as Christ-like as I can make it.’

S31
‘There should be no punishment for loving or touching children or seeing them unclothed. But definitely punishment for un-wanted sex or assault and neglect. Violence is condoned - love punished.’

S34
‘I like to think of myself as a helper and mentor to my young friends. With some I am a lover as well, but to all I am a friend.’

S35
‘I feel paedophilia is at the core of my identity; I couldn’t change my orientation without becoming a totally different person, with different aesthetic perceptions, affectual responses and even political sympathies. I am happy with myself as I am because I feel (a) morally sound (b) I am able to live a reasonably balanced life despite the obvious difficulties (c) I feel we paedophiles are privileged to have a view of the world that is denied to most.’

S39
‘I am really only interested in a mutual loving relationship with a boy. I do not force my attentions on children and feel annoy & that most people do not (or will not) see the difference between my behaviour and that of those people who need to use violence for their ephemeral pleasures.’

S46
‘The visual component of sex is important to me - seeing adolescent boys naked, singly or in groups, is a physical and aesthetic delight of great intensity. Obviously I would like the age of consent lowered to say 14 - but I think it important to safeguard boys from having unwelcome sexual attentions forced on them.’

S51
‘I do not regard myself as a pervert. Those who cannot be deeply moved by the wonder of a beautiful child, those who are indifferent, those are the true perverts.’

S59
‘If children had not been intended to enjoy sexual acts before they were able to reproduce, they would not have been given the capability of orgasm. Puritanical bigotry is denying them their God-given right. It is hoped that this survey, in which I have been pleased to participate, will help to bring about a more enlightened, tolerant and less bigoted view of paedophilia, and its acceptance as a recognised manifestation of human sexuality and not a freak sexual deviation.’

S77
‘Unlike some others like myself I have always looked for a one-to-one relationship, and with the right partner, take no interest in looking for other boys.’
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